Cue - ma

This is the youngest picture we have of my mother.  She was in her early twenties (and actually already married.)  Isn’t she beautiful?  My parents knew each other at a young age and my father used to tease her about her black hair.

Cue –dad

Here’s a picture of my Dad at an young age.  I guess he was handsome enough – she married him even though he teased her.

There are no pictures of my parents on their wedding day.  My mother tells me there wasn’t a big celebration, they didn’t have white gowns in those days… but I didn’t believe her.  So I wrote to Italy, to the town where they were married and asked if any pictures existed.  And they sent me this picture…

Cue – fake wedding

Hmm.  After careful consideration, I decided there was something funny about the picture so I wrote and complained.  So they sent me a more believable picture…

Cue – donkey

About a year after they were married, Tony was born.  Isn’t he cure???  As you can see, he really does have a pointy-head!

A few years later, my dad came to Canada.  

  (Can add stuff about coming to Canada if it’s too short)

He went to Labrador.  Labrador does strange things to people…

Cue – moose

Meanwhile, my mother and Tony are back in Italy.  They had this picture taken…

Cue – ma and Tony

I love this shot of my mother.   Still on his own in Canada, my Dad tried to fit in with the Canadian crowd 

Cue – cowboy

With his cowboy duds.

After 3 years, my dad comes to Thorold to visit my mother’s cousins (Alex and Biase’s parents).  He likes it so much he decides to stay.  He gets the rest of the family to come.  

Cue – mom boat

Here’s my mother and Tony on the boat to Canada.  My mother was seasick the entire trip and Tony ran around the boat like a wild child.  It’s miracle he didn’t fall off.  When they come to Canada, my Dad greets my mother with a kiss and Tony says “Don’t touch my mother!”

All his hard work makes my father a very strong man.

Cue – dad with tony and angie

Here he is holding up Tony in one arm and Angie in the other.

Cue – car

Here’s a shot of the old car – was it a 58 plymouth, dad? … Tony had a little accident with it in the Tunnel, goodbye car!

Then the most important thing in their lives happened…

Cue- tony and luisa

I was born.  Ya right…  This is me with Tony.  Tony and I caused a lot of trouble for my mother.  We would run around the house chasing each other.  He would tease me and I would scream at him and scratch him.  His friends at university wondered if he had a cat – no, it was just his sister.

Cue – 4 kids

Here’s a picture we thought we’d throw in.  It’s of me, Domenic, Alex and John.  I’m gland Domenic doesn’t have buzz cuts anymore.  It’s hard to believe that’s John!

Now we come to some pictures closer to the present.  We know this because they’re in colour.   My parents enjoyed travelling.  At first they went on tours of the States.  While in Florida…

Cue – Danny stockade

He was placed in a stockade. ..

Cue – Ma wheelbarrow

And my mother was taken away in a wheelbarrow.

Cue – Chef

As time went by, my mother domesticated my Dad.  Chef Donato… seen here with his chef had and famous cheese grater.

Cue – Danny Dishes

Bu it didn’t stop there, he had to was the dishes, too.  To this dy, whe washes our dinner dishes when we come to visit.

Cue – Tony poker

It was hard to domesticate my brother.  My mother always had a hard time getting Tony off the couch (that’s him with Valerie).  She would have to use the poker on him.

As you know, my dad likes to joke around.  And he’s not shy about having his picture taken…

Cue – pegs

He’s invented a new use for clothes pegs – mustache straightener.

I don’t know how many years my parents have been going to Acapulco… 10 years?

Cue – Acapulco

Think about it – they haven’t seen a full Canadian winter for 10 years!

Cue – Lisa

The truly most important thing that happened to them is their grandchildren.  Here’s Lisa.  I think she was 2?

Cue – Eric

Cue – Michael

Cue – Ronnie

My parents keep to the traditional Italian foods…

Cue – Danny peppers

Here’s my dad roasting peppers.  And sometimes they get help…

Cue – Aunt Mary, Ma peppers

Here’s Aunt Mary helping ma to clean them.

My mother’s a very good cook.

Cue – Michael spaghetti

Some of us can’t get enough of her food – like Michael stuffing his face with spaghetti.

Sometimes she has helpers in the kitchen

Cue – Apron boys

Here’s Tony, finally domesticated.  And that’s one of the only time Reid’s ever entered the kitchen.  He’s too tall and keeps smacking his head on the pipes.

Cue – sister

A few years ago, my mother’s sister, Luisa, came for a visit.  They look so similar, they could be twins.  While she was visiting, my Aunt Matilda from New York came up too.  I’ve got a movie clip showing my Aunt washing dishes while Dad and Tony are being silly.  She has no idea what they’re doing behind her.  It may be hard to see … keep your eye on my Dad and Tony…

Cue – movie

Cue – tongues

There’s no doubt about it, we are one silly family…But now you know where we get it from.

Cue – the end

Happy 50th Anniversary to my mom and dad…

